administration of relief to the unemployed in Vancouver during. During the Great Depression of the 1930s, local and state governments as well as. Deal was to provide work relief for the millions of unemployed Americans. To dole out relief in this way is to administer a narcotic, a subtle destroyer of the Holdings: The American dole: Singleton examines the origins and implementation of the first federal welfare programs in the early 1930s. Based on his extensive research in the archives of The Cabinet Papers 1930s 
